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Streetscape of old storehouses
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At Yamani House, which has a free
tourist center, you can get tourist
information while taking a tea break.
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A kura is a traditional Japanese building with outer walls made of mortar. During
the Edo period (1600-1868), Murata flourished as a merchant town involved in the
saffron trade. Many of the old misegura, which combined the merchant’s shop and
dwelling, still remain.
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This is our recommended walking course for exploring this merchant town lined with historic Edo era misegura shops and dignified gates. Some shops will let you look inside. (The photo is of Yamasho Memorial House.)
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Japanese people believe in many gods and deities. In Murata, you can see many impressive events, such as a parade with participants dressed as some of these deities.
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Unique Festivals
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Hotei is the name of a god who brings good fortune. During
Murata’s Hotei Festival, a float with a giant statue of Hotei
is paraded through the town to celebrate the abundant
harvest. Participants dance to the lively rhythm of flute and
drum music. This magnificent festival is always crowded with
tourists.
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Numerous vintage hina dolls, handed down from Kyoto
during the Edo period, are on display.
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Hotei Festival Murata’s Classic Hina Dolls Murata’s Ceramic Market
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Ceramic artisans from throughout Japan gather in Murata to
display and sell their works. Enjoy the selection of ceramic
works as you stroll through the shop-lined streets.
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Beautiful Gardens ===

utoin temple / Tomb of Munetaka Date
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Ryutoin is a historic temple built in 1489. The temple is the
site of the tomb of Munetaka Date (1607-1626), who was
known as a wise ruler, so many visitors come here to pay
their respects. The temple is also popular for its chisen
kanshoshiki teien (literally, “pond appreciation style garden”),
one of the representative styles of Japanese gardens. This
is a beautiful garden that expresses the expansive zen
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Designed like a classic Chinese monochrome landscape painting, the garden allows visitors to enjoy a varied beauty that changes with the seasons and time of day.
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Shiratori Shrine has many things to see, including ema (votive tablets), komainu (guardian dog statues), and a huge Japanese zelkova tree, which is approximately 3,000 years old.
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The snake wisteria in Shiratori shrine
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The Snake Wisteria of Oshu is a sacred tree related to an
ancient Japanese legend. As suggested by its name, this
800-year-old wisteria tree coiled around an old cedar tree
looks like a giant snake. Japan has a tradition of divinizing
snakes.
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The highlight is the majestic gate,
which was moved from Murata Castle
and reconstructed here.
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Munetaka Festival
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Fireworks adorn the night sky during
this summer festival in memory of the
lord of Murata Castle.
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Minwa no Sato (Folklore Village) is a theme park that preserves folklore as an important part of Japan culture. Highlights include an old Japanese-style house, a waterwheel, and more.
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Legend of the Ogre :=.

The legendary stone in Folktales village
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Murata has many interesting legends, the most famous one lannzAefuAaiuing Sufinanaiuin “dniidasudafundien
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being about an ogre. One representative item that's worth
seeing, is a stone said to have the handprint of an ogre who
disguised itself as an old woman.
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This hotel is a great place to stay or to
visit for enjoying the hot spring.
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Sports land SUGO
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One of Japan’s leading motor sports
facilities.
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Fragrant high-quality buckwheat (soba) is harvested in the
Ubagafutokoro district, where Minwa no Sato (folklore village)
is located. Murata has many soba specialty shops where you
can enjoy the delicious taste of handmade noodles that are
firm but go down smooth.
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Murata roadside station
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This roadside rest stop has restaurants and shops selling
various Murata specialty products.
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Delicious boiled or in a wide variety of processed foods.
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Chocolate-coated soy beans
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Treats made from natto
(fermented soybeans),
one of Japan’s traditional
foods. Popular outside
Japan, too!
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Mirai-brand corn
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Soft and sweet like a fruit,
this specialty product can
even be eaten uncooked.
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Japanese rice wine "sake"
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High-quality Murata sake is made at this brewer with over
300 years of history.
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Beautiful Four Seasons

Cherry blossoms in Shiroyama Park
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Murata's fireflies
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Autumn leaves in Taniyama Nature Park
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Murata storehouses in winter
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Spring
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Shiroyama Park, the location of the preserved ruins of Murata Castle, is well-known for its
beautiful cherry trees. Each spring, the Cherry Blossom Festival is held when the cherry
blossoms are in bloom. Enjoy the beautiful sight of pink blossoms shimmering beneath
the bright blue sky.
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Summer
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In Japanese haiku, fireflies symbolize the summer. Blessed by nature, Murata has many
places to enjoy the fantastic dancing light of fireflies on summer nights. These include
the Murata's fireflies Village and the riverside areas near Shiratori Shrine.
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Autumn
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In autumn, the leaves are beautifully dyed like brocade. At Taniyama Natural Park, you
can enjoy the brightly colored autumn leaves in an expansive natural setting with a
view of the elegant Zao mountains. You absolutely must see the gorgeous reflection of
autumn leaves on the mirror-like surface of the lake.
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In winter, the white snow piles up on the black tiled roofs, and with the added contrast
of the latticework of the shops’ outer walls, Murata turns into a scene from an ink wash
painting. This is a season for enjoying a quite and serene vacation.
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